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Analyzing Voting Behavior and Political Issue Engagement Among University
Students: A Structural Equation Modeling Approach
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Abstract: This study investigated the relationship between voting behavior and political issue
awareness/interest among university students in the context of the 50th General Election of the House of
Representatives (October 27, 2024, Japan). A web-based questionnaire survey was administered to examine

two primary variables: voting participation and rationale, as well as political interest. The sample comprised
108 university students, with 62 valid responses obtained. The collected data were subjected to correlation
analysis and covariance structure analysis. Findings indicate that university students exhibit elevated levels
of political interest and motivation to engage in addressing social issues. Furthermore, the results
demonstrate that students’ belief of political efficacy significantly influence their voting behavior. These
findings contribute to our understanding of youth political engagement in contemporary electoral contexts.
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