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Abstract:

In this study, we analyzed the characteristics of hit songs from 1970 to 2022 in Japan in order to clarify how popular
music has changed over time. The characteristics of the data were classified into seven categories: year, decade, BPM
(Beat Per Minute), key, gender, number of transpositions, and the number of notes in the entire song. The results of
principal component analysis and clustering are as follows. Principal component analysis and clustering revealed that
the characteristics of hit songs were divided into four groups: sad songs, high-tempo women, mid-tempo men, and

ballads & bands.
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